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For Makalia and Samantha



Polly Possum was very worried and sad,



Worried about her mom, worried about her dad.



She wasn’t sure, but she had been told,
That Dad was over the hill, sleeping by the road.



She knew for sure that he hadn’t been 
home in awhile



And Mom was always fretting,
never had a smile.



Mom never laughed anymore,
she would only shout,



And no matter what Polly did,
she always felt left out.



Then one day Mom had to go see Judge Owl.
He said,”I believe there is something foul.



From what I’ve heard I really suspect
That Polly is a child of abuse and neglect.”



      
        

Cassie Bear stopped by Polly’s house
the very next day. First she introduced

herself and then had this to say:



“Judge Owl appointed me to hear and see 
That Polly’s care is the best that can be.



I speak for you, Polly, so fi rst I’ll have to know
Exactly what you want.



 Then I’ll go talk to teachers,



neighbors,



Mom and Dad,
To fi nd out what’s going on,

both good and bad.



After the talking is done and I’ve looked around,
I’ll report to Judge Owl just what I’ve found.



I’ll recommend to him what I think he should do 
To make sure that everything is alright for you.



Judge Owl will read the report;
hear what everyone has to say;
Then he decides who will care
for you and where you’ll stay.



And if he wants, I’ll be back now and then
To see that you’re ok and happy again.”



CASA OF NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

Mission Statement

The mission of the CASA Program is to
speak up for the best interest of abused or
neglected children in the Juvenile Courts of 

Northeast Tennessee through trained
community volunteers. The program trains 

and monitors volunteer advocates. The
volunteer advocates strive to preserve the 

right of each child to a safe, permanent home.

Daniel Rowland, Author
Daniel relocated to Tennessee after retiring from a career as a New York State employee.
Living in Johnson City, he began volunteering with CASA of Northeast Tennessee to
fill his free time. He quickly came to appreciate, however, how much of a difference
one person can make in the life of a child. After working on several cases, Dan realized
that many families had trouble understanding the juvenile court process and the role
CASA plays — and even more so when he tried to explain it in his Yankee accent! It
was then that Dan decided to write a story to bring the role of the CASA advocate to
life for families and children. A chance encounter with an opossum provided the first
creative spark for this kid-friendly coloring book. With the encouragement of the CASA
of Northeast Tennessee staff, Dan completed the book and through a generous grant
from the East Tennessee Foundation Harris Fund for Washington County, the agency
distributes the book to every child it represents, and makes it available at public and
school libraries, pediatrician’s offices and childcare facilities.

Celestina Pierce, Illustrator 
Celestina was born and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She moved to Johnson City
in 1982. Knowing of her lifelong love of drawing, a friend approached her about illus-
trating a book that would be used to help children understand what are often confusing
and scary changes in their living situations. Celestina was particularly interested in the
project given the fact that she helped raise her granddaughter and has been raising her
grandson. Recognizing that not all children have a grandmother or other relative who can
stand in the gap for them, Celestina wanted to do her part to help CASA kids — many
of whom are removed from their biological home under distressing circumstances.

Court Appointed Special Advocates
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) recruits and trains volunteers to represent the
best interests of abused and neglected children in court proceedings. In Tennessee, 25 local
programs serve 42 counties across the state. The Tennessee CASA Association is a non-
profit organization established to support the development, growth and continuation of
these local programs. The organization’s primary goal is to provide a CASA volunteer for
every child in the state who needs one by the year 2020. For more information about
CASA in Tennessee visit http://www.tncasa.org.
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